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FruiTage From The Leaves
“I was wheeled in, and I’m walking out. I have been 

cleansed and purified by Love. I have a deeper 

foundation in Science.“

Your donations, big or small, 

are DOUBLED during our 

Spring Challenge Match.

We are so grateful for your continued support 
of The Leaves and its Mission of healing.

MAIL the enclosed envelope

Give ONLINE at www.TheLeaves.org/Contribute

Or CALL Susie at 972-643-3523

Expressive 
Reading Seminar

The Leaves had the great joy of hosting Don Feldheim as he led a seminar titled “Our Bible Lessons: Understanding Them 
and Reading Them Expressively and Effectively.” We are so grateful to Fifth Church for sponsoring this seminar and giving 
the area church members the opportunity to learn about Mrs. Eddy’s instruction for readers and to explore reading our Bible 
Lesson aloud. You can find Don on Facebook by searching for Expressive Communication Services.

“Thank you so much for all the tender loving care I 

received while at The Leaves. What  you do and how 

you do it is truly a gift that honors our Father.”

We continue to take care of our campus with much needed 
improvements. In keeping the grounds beautiful, a first 
step has been taken to install dry river beds for erosion 
control. Opening up the heavy canopy of live oak trees 
will allow more light in, providing a place where things 
can grow again. We look forward to planting native plants 
that are well adapted to the Texas heat, require minimal 
supplemental irrigation, attract beneficial insects and bring 
joy to our patients, residents and visitors. 
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There is some confusion among Christian Scientists about meeting the belief of old age. For example, should we 
expect Christian Science to return our bodies or our patients’ bodies to certain cherished conditions of younger days? 
After all, Mrs. Eddy tells us to “shape our views of existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity, rather than 
into age and blight.” (SH 246:29) But how do we do this? How do we do this when we’re faced with the evidence 
that age has already deprived our body of its vigor and strength? And equally important, what should we expect for 
our patients under the same circumstances?

I’m sure everyone here will agree that the experience called old age often represents mankind’s greatest 
challenge, and that probably no one here will be spared that trial. So it behooves us to decide today how we 
and our patients can make the experience of old age a period of loveliness, freshness, and continuity instead of 
decadence and disillusionment.

It helps to remember that all there is to body is mortal mind, and that one of the firmest beliefs of mortal mind, and 
one that we probably won’t overcome on this plane of existence for the foreseeable future, is the belief of old age, 
i.e., the law of progressively declining body ending in death. So as long as we think we are involved with a material 
body, we will have to meet head-on the lie of old age and death. And we do that by never accepting them as real for 
ourselves our or patients.

Christian Scientists are rightly taught to challenge old age with all their might. But here’s the rub. Too often their 
purpose for challenging old age is that they want to return their body to some prior physical condition they think is 
essential to their human good. If this is their purpose, it usually leads to disappointment.

When working out the claim of old age in Science, there’s the tendency of Christian Scientists to blindly expect 
Christian Science to keep healing their material body again and again and again, ad infinitum – they never want to 
give up their material body.  But Mrs. Eddy once wrote,“You must get rid of the ‘old man’, the old woman; you 
cannot make them better and keep them. You are not getting rid of the old man if you try to make him better. If you 
should succeed in making him better, he would stay with you. If you patch up the old and say it is good enough . . . 
if you try to make the old satisfactory, you are preparing to keep it, not to put it off.” Mary Baker Eddy, First Edition, 
p.232, by Lyman Powell.

Meeting the Belief of Old Age
A TALK GIVEN BY WILLIAM RUSSELL “RUSTY” HAYS, C.S. 

MAY, 1987 AT THE LEAVES

We invite you to read or download the complete talk at our website: www.TheLeaves.org/hays

If you would prefer to have a printed copy mailed to you, please call 972-643-3522 
or email us at info@theleaves.org

The following introduction is from a talk given at The Leaves in May of 1987. 
It’s a message we cherish and share with residents and patients often.


