
In the eleventh chapter of Matthew, Jesus asks the multitude regarding 
John the Baptist, “But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, 
I say unto you, and more than a prophet. For this is he, of whom it 
is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee” (9,10). “And if ye will receive it, this is 
E-li-as, which was for to come” (14).

What draws us to Christian Science? What compels us to turn away 
from the conventional view of the world and enter the wilderness of 
self-denial, repentance, and regeneration? Is it the pure beauty of its 
irrefutable logic, the clear Science of God’s unerring law? Yes, but 
isn’t it so much more? Isn’t it the realization of our true relation to the 
Divine, our humble acceptance of God’s sovereignty, of our unbroken 
unity with the perfect Love which creates all, loves all, and embraces 
all, forever?

The Science of Christ is nothing without Love. It would be simply a human remedy without the permanent transformation of 
self into Self that Christ’s Christianity requires of every mortal. God loves us, and we, in inevitable return, love Him, and in 
this love for the Divine, we find our love for God’s idea of Himself. We cannot love one without loving the other, for they are 
one. The Christianity that is Christian Science demands of us to love spiritually, demonstrably, practically, with all our heart and 
soul and mind. There is no other way to Truth than to love—to nurture, to bless, to heal. Mary Baker Eddy, the Discoverer and 
Founder of Christian Science, wrote to Elizabeth P. Skinner in 1890, “…you must love all. No matter if they persecute you
even, you must love all. But you must love especially the brethren. You must meet with them, cheer them, in their labors, point 
the way of love to them and show them it by loving first, and waiting patiently for them to be in this great step by your side, 
loving each other and walking together. This is what the world must see before we can convince the world of the truths of
Christian Science” (L08931).

And the world sees this patient, steadfast love for our brethren in Christian Science nursing. The by-law “Christian Science 
Nurse” in the Manual of The Mother Church (49:7-16) reiterates this demand. In it, the founder of Christian Science makes 
incumbent upon members to protect and promote the development and welfare of the sick while they are pursuing healing 
through Christian Science treatment. The sick are not to be left to grapple alone with the impositions of sickness.

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another” (I John 4: 11). This is the heart of Christian Science nursing, 
the heart of Christian Science, of Christianity, of true being in Spirit. As members of this Church, we have a mandate to nurse—
to nurture, protect, and promote—the spiritual development, physical healing, and moral transformation of one another as we 
journey in the way.
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FROM OUR BOARD

The Heart of Christian Science Nursing
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study of existing Christian Science nursing facilities through visits and 
questionnaires. Mr. and Mrs. Harrison of Tenacre visited Dallas 
to give practical advice regarding building, equipment and operation.

FROM CRAIG JOHNSON

Executive Director
This year, our Annual Meeting was a celebration 
of 50 years of service to our Christian Science 
Community. Our theme: “50 Years of Fruitage.”

In 1961 – Our founders made a comprehensive 

In 1965 – Our current site was selected and purchased in 
Richardson, Texas. An architect was hired and plans were drawn. 
Construction began on October 8, with two thirds of the cost 
already donated.  

In 1966 – One year later, the first Open House was held at 
The Leaves on Sunday, September 25, and our Christian Science 
nursing facility officially began their loving work on October 10.

Interestingly enough, The Leaves opened its doors 100 years 
after Mrs. Eddy’s discovery of Christian Science. She wrote (in 
tracing her own spiritual progress around this time), “The miracles 

recorded in the Bible, which had before seemed to me supernatural, 
grew divinely natural and apprehensible; though uninspired 
interpreters ignorantly pronounce Christ’s healing miraculous, instead 
of seeing therein the operation of the divine law” (Ret. 26:12-16).

This year, our guest speaker was Christine Irby Williams, President 
and CEO of Tenacre. Her message was, “Wherever there’s healing, 
there’s CS nursing!”

Her complete talk is included in our newsletter. She references the 
Baron and Baroness de Hirsch, about whom I found this statement 
from Mrs. Eddy:

Over the past 50 years, The Leaves 
has changed. Our buildings have been 
remodeled; our grounds have been 
landscaped and renovated. Many people 
have walked our halls and pathways as 

FROM KIM JOHNSON

Dir. of CS Nursing

patients, guests or staff. But there is one constant that has 
remained true for half a century: Healing happens here!

What a wonderful blessing the Leaves has been for those 
seeking healing. Mrs. Eddy was truly listening when she 
added the By-law for the Christian Science Nurse in the 
Church Manual. It reassures members that to care for oneself 
is loving and practical. It follows Jesus’ Parable of the Good 
Samaritan who saw the injured traveler, “bound up his 
wounds” and “took him to an inn.” The Leaves is such a place.

I like to think of The Leaves’ patients as those about whom 
Mrs. Eddy’s writes in Miscellaneous Writings. “Thus founded 
upon the rock of Christ, when storm and tempest beat against 
this sure foundation, you, safely sheltered in the strong tower 
of hope, faith, and Love, are God’s nestlings; and He will hide 
you in His feathers till the storm has passed. Into His haven 
of Soul there enters no element of earth to cast out angels, to 
silence the right intuition which guides you safely home” 
(p. 152). What a beautiful explanation!

Loving gratitude to all the dedicated people who came 
together to move the idea of The Leaves forward, breaking 
ground and opening “the inn” to bless mankind for years to 
come. The Christ Healing continues around the world through 
these facilities providing Christian Science nursing for those 
relying on God – those “sheltered in the strong tower… till the 
storm has passed.”

The blessings and healings continue!

“Philanthropy is loving, ameliorative, revolutionary; it wakens 
lofty desires, new possibilities, achievements, and energies; it 
lays the axe at the root of the tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit; it touches thought to spiritual issues, systematizes action, 
and insures success” (My. 287:19-23).

“We are so grateful for all the wonderful work that goes on here. 
The foundation of The Leaves in 1966 is the same as it is today 
—to be supported by all we serve. Over 50% of our work here is 
funded by donations from individuals, associations, churches and 
from supportive foundations.”



Holiday season is here! When you buy your holiday gifts at smile.amazon.com, .5% of 

your purchase will be donated to The Leave. Select us as your charitable organzation. 

It’s easy! Here’s how:  www.TheLeaves.org/AmazonSmile

Give while you shop

LEARN ABOUT OUR

Progressive Living Program

The Leaves offers a wonderful Progressive Living 
Residential Program. Private suites, studios, or single rooms 
each with a private patio. Accommodations include three 
restaurant-quality meals per day, all utilities, housekeeping 
service, personal laundry service and more. See details at our 
website:  www.TheLeaves.org/plp 

Plan to attend our upcoming Open House! Stay tuned for 
details. Call Beth Powell with question at 972-643-3553.

Each year you can review and change your Medicare 
benefits during the annual open enrollment period (Oct.15-
Dec. 7). Learn more about your benefits from The Leaves’ 
Medicare Roadmap—a guide for Christian Scientists.

Download our roadmap: 
www.TheLeaves.org/Medicare

Or visit the Social Security website: 
www.ssa.gov/onlineservices/current.htm

OCTOBER 15 - DECEMBER 7

Medicare Open Enrollment

Your donation is 
DOUBLED during our 

Fall Challenge Match
Your gifts are going twice as far, helping your Christian 
Science Nursing facility provide the excellent care it 
is known for. Thank you for helping The Leaves take 
advantage of this opportunity with any size contribution.

MAIL the 
enclosed envelope

Give ONLINE
www.TheLeaves.org/Contribute

Or CALL
Susie at 972-643-3523


